
Labour victory on the Tampon Tax

With Unite members at the BMW Mini factory in Oxford 

Despite efforts by David Cameron to take credit for it, the long overdue decision to remove VAT on tampons 
is down to effective campaigning and lobbying by both Labour MPs and MEPs. Campaigners, MPs like 
Paula Sheriff and Stella Creasy, and MEPs have worked tirelessly to press the European Commission for this 
change.

BMW Workers launch their ‘Remain’ campaign
Andrew Smith MP and I were invited to speak at our launch event 
for Unite Union Shop Stewards at the MINI plant in Cowley as they 
launched their ‘Remain’ campaign to stay in the EU. BMW have already 
announced their desire to remain in the EU, and it was great to see 
their staff take a similar view, and work together to protect jobs, trade 
and workers’ rights.

International Womens’ Day
I was pleased to speak at an event in Oxford as part of the Oxford International Womens’ Festival to 
mark International Womens’ Day on the 8th March.  The theme of the event was “Women and Austerity: 
Creativity and Challenge”, and it was great to be involved with such a positive and well-attended event.
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Labour ‘Remain’ National Campaign Day

I was delighted to be out on the doorstep in Brighton for the first National Campaign Day on the 19th 
March.  It’s been great to see the response of Labour Members across the region as they have been out 
campaigning for a ‘Remain’ vote on the 23rd June. After the doorstep session, I took part in a debate for 
the Fabians Society, setting out some of the benefits of remaining at the heart of a united EU.

I was so saddened to hear of the recent bombings in Brussels. My thoughts and those of my team are with 
the families of those caught up in the atrocities.

Surveys of British business have shown that they are overwhelmingly in favour of Britain staying in the EU. Not 
only did a 2014 survey by the British manufacturers’ association EEF find that 85% of British manufacturing 
businesses want to remain a part of the EU, but also an independent poll of the top 500 British businesses 
found that only 1% of boardroom directors and bosses wanted Britain to leave the EU. 

Did you know: 85% of British manufacturers want Britain to stay in the EU
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Continuing to fight for fairer tax

. 

I’ve been working to protect animal welfare, you can find out more here: 
http://www.anneliesedoddsmep.uk/animal_welfare

One current issue is that, as spring approaches, so does the threat to 
migrating birds in Malta. Turtle doves stop off in Malta on their way north 
to breed, and each year Malta applies for a derogation to hunt them. 

Since my election as the Chair of the European Parliament’s Delegation to Montenegro, one of my key 
concerns has been to campaign to improve the rights of people with disabilities in different areas such 
as employment, education and accessibility.  Having raised the issue of accessibility of public buildings 
in general and specifically of the parliament of Montenegro in many of my meetings with Montenegrin 
politicians, among them the Speaker of the parliament, I am delighted that the construction works are 
finished and that the Montenegrin parliament is finally accessible to wheelchair users. This sends an 

My work as an MEP in the European Parliament is often very varied; from meetings with European 
Commissioners to votes in the whole Parliament on new EU wide legislation, and from asking questions on 
behalf of my constituents to calling for action on tax injustice in the Committees of which I am a member. 

The EU Commision recently published an ‘Anti Tax-Avoidance 
Package’ in response to a report that I co-authored late last year. A 
key component was a requirement for companies across the EU to 
report exactly where they make their profits and where they pay their 
tax, known as country by country reporting, whereby companies pay 
the tax in the places where they make their profits, a much fairer tax 
system.

At the same time, the Commission agreed to let MEPs have access to

Montenegro’s Parliament is finally accessible to wheelchair users

Campaigning for animal welfare

The total cost of membership of the EU is very low – around 1 pence in every £1 we pay in tax, and the 
benefits we gain from membership are so much higher – business chiefs estimate that every British family 
benefits by around £3,000 per year from the trade that we have access to as a member of the European 
Union. The South East alone benefits significantly from research funding grants from the EU - £4.8 billion in 
recent years.

Did you know: Only 1p in every £1 we pay in tax goes to the EU

I saw the impact of this hunting when I visited RSBP Otmoor last year, where formerly common birds are 
now rare. I’ve been campaigning, along with Bird Life Malta, for an end to hunting and trapping of turtle 
doves and other migrating birds, and for better enforcement of the EU directives designed to stop hunting. 
Last autumn, we had some success as the European Commission referrred Malta to the Court of Justice of 
the EU over bird trapping, but more action is needed from the Commission to protect these birds.

some 5,500 confidential tax-related documents that had previously been off-limits.  There is still much to 
be done to get to a fairer tax system, but we need to keep up the pressure and force companies to be open 
and transparent about their tax, and make sure national governments are not slowing down progress.

of people with disabilities. All citizens should be able to access the very 
building where the laws which govern their lives are made, the institution 
that democratically represents them.



Follow        @AnnelieseDodds

Helping constituents
Unlike UKIP MEPs, I am working hard across our whole region and in 
the European Parliament on the issues constituents tell me matter 
most to them.

So far this year, I have responded to over 2,800 constituents’ letters 
and emails on a wide range of casework and policy issues with 88% 
rating these replies as very good or excellent.

The word cloud highlights some of the issues recently raised with me:

Campaigning for Labour

On your side

#LabourDoorstep

I am regularly out on the doorstep across our region speaking with 
South East residents and campaigning for Labour. I’ve recently been 
campaigning in Oxford, Reading, Slough, Southampton and Brighton. If 
you’re able to help campaign for Labour then please let me know and I 
will put you in touch with your local Labour campaign team.

I am also very keen to support as many Labour South East fundraisers 
and events as possible. I’ve recently been at events in Oxford, Brighton & 
Bracknell. If you would like me to support your Labour Party fundraiser 
then please get in touch. 

You can contact me about issues relating to my work as your Labour MEP for the South East via 
Contact@AnnelieseDoddsMEP.uk. For Labour party issues please email AnnelieseJDodds@Gmail.com.
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